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MINUTES OF MEETING OF

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

April 3, 1987

Chairman Dale Vinet presiding:

Jack Cappel
Lyle Crain
Joe Palmisano
Warren Pol
Mark Roberts

Mr. J. Burton Angelle was also present.

The minutes of the meeting of March 6, 1987 were approved 
with a motion from Mr. Pol and seconded by Dr. Cappel.

At Thursday’s meeting a lease agreement was signed and a 
plaque was awarded to Mr. John Gerber, General Manager and Mr.
Ward Crowe, Land Manager, of Boise Cascade. This presentation 
was made by Joe L. Herring. Pictures were also taken.

Corky Perret gave the Survey Report for the period of March 
1-29, 1987 at Thursday's meeting. During this period 80 surveys 
were scheduled, 29 surveys were unable to be done due to bad weather 
or fishermen unable to meet surveyor. Lease rental collected was 
$6,329.77, survey fees collected were $690.00, seven applications 
were filed and five new leases were issued.

Gerald Adkins gave a slide presentation on the finfish 
program. This was a very detailed and informative presentation.
At Friday’s meeting Dr. Cappel made mention of this report and 
the information will be disseminated among the members of the 
Commission. The information will be used to formulate some 
response to the problem of the speckled trout and redfish in 
the state of Louisiana. Dr. Cappel stated that he feels it is 
the responsibility of the Commission to take the lead in recommend­
ing to the Legislature whatever changes are deemed necessary. This 
will be forthcoming at a later date.

Gerald also presented a Notice of Intent to change pompano 
net length.

(The full text of the notice of 
intent is made a part of the record)



The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
expresses intent to change the existing regulations governing 
issuance of permits for the prupose of fishing pompano in Louisiana 
coastal waters. Specifically, the maximum length of net permissable 
will be changed from 1200 to 2400 feet. Authority for this change 
is included in RS 56:406.

Interested parties may submit written comments or comment 
on this proposed change until 4:30 PM, June 5, 1987 in person or 
writing to: Mr. J . Burton Angelle, Secretary, Louisiana Department
of Wildlfie and Fisheries, P. 0. Bx 15570 , Baton Rouge, LA 70895.

Kennth Lantz presented a report on the Toledo Bend Scuba 
Gamefish Season at Thursday's meeting.

Winton Vidrine gave the Enforcement Report for the month of 
March at Thursday's meeting.

Hugh Bateman presented a resolution to set the hunting seasons 
for 1987-88. This was approved with a motion from Mr. Palmisano 
which was seconded by Mr. Roberts.

(The full text of the resolution 
is made a part of the record)

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission in consultation with the 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to establish 
annual hunting season dates, bag limits and methods of hunting 
for resident game, and

WHEREAS, this action provides for the protection and conservation
of these important natural resources and allows for recreational 
opportunities including sport hunting, and

WHEREAS, the Commission and Department have jointly reviewed and 
considered all available biological information including 
requests from sportsmen of the state, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached rules, regulations,
season dates and bag limits affecting sport hunting of resident 
game in Louisiana for 1987-88 are adopted unanimously by the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.

Dr. Cappel made a motion to included the resolution on goose 
creeping under other business, seconded by Mr. Palmisano and passed 
unanimously.

Mark Roberts read the resolution which was approved unanimously 
with a motion from Dr. Cappel and seconded from Mr. Crain.
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WHEREAS, this commission adopted a regulation prohibiting the
creeping of geese which regulation was subsequently rejected 
by the House Oversight Committee, and

WHEREAS, this Commission has subsequently received an opinion from 
the Attorney General that this Commission does, in fact, have 
the authority for the adoption of such rule prohibiting the 
creeping of geese, and

WHEREAS, the Commission desires to include a goose creeping prohibi­
tion in the 1987-88 waterfowl hunting season regulations, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department in 
conjunction with his staff is hereby directed to draft a pro­
posed goose creeping regulation to be included in the 1987-88 
waterfowl season regulations.

Dr. Cappel also mentioned at Friday's meeting that in the last 
issue of the Louisiana Conservationist, page 28 there is a brief 
report of a senior biologiat o"f the Fur and Refuge Divsion, Ted 
Joanen for receiving the C. W. Watson Award which is an achievement 
award and that a letter from the Commission should be sent to Ted 
signed by the Chairman recognizing this award.

Mr. Joe L. Herring was asked to explain this award. He stated 
that it is the most prestigious award given at the Southeastern 
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies' meeting each year. This 
award is given to an outstanding individual from the states that 
make up the Southeastern Association,

The July meeting was set for Wednesday and Thursday, July 
1-2, 1987 at the Quail Drive office in Baton Rouge.

The meeting was adjourned.
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RESOLUTION

L o u i s i a n a  Depar tm en t  o f  W i l d l i f e  and F i s h e r i e s  
L o u i s i a n a  W i l d l i f e  and F i s h e r i e s  Commission

THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION WAS PRESENTED TO THE LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
COMMISSION"AT ITS REGULAR MEETING HELD IN BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA APRIL S', 19^7

WHEREAS, i t  i s  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  W i l d l i f e  and 
F i s h e r i e s  Commission i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  Depar tm en t  o f  
W i l d l i f e  and F i s h e r i e s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  annua l  h u n t i n g  season d a t e s ,  bag l i m i t s  
and methods o f  h u n t i n g  f o r  r e s i d e n t  game, and

WHEREAS, t h i s  a c t i o n  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  and c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  
i m p o r t a n t  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  and a l l o w s  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
i n c l u d i n g  s p o r t  h u n t i n g ,  and

WHEREAS, t h e  Com miss ion.and Depar tm en t  have j o i n t l y  rev iew ed  and c o n s i d e r e d  
a l l  a v a i l a b l e  b i o l o g i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  r e q u e s t s  f r o m  spo r ts men 
o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, t h a t  t h e  a t t a c h e d  r u l e s ,  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  season d a t e s  
and bag l i m i t s  a f f e c t i n g  s p o r t  h u n t i n g  o f  r e s i d e n t  game in  L o u i s i a n a  f o r  
1987-88 a r e  adop ted  u n a n im o u s ly  by t h e  L o u i s i a n a  W i l d l i f e  and F i s h e r i e s  
Commiss ion.

J . f l B u r t o n  A n g e ! l e  
S e c r e t a r y



NOTICE OF INTENT

L o u i s i a n a  D epar tm en t  o f  W i l d l i f e  and F i s h e r i e s  
L o u i s i a n a  W i l d l i f e  and F i s h e r i e s  Commission

In acco rdance  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P ro c e d u re s  A c t  

(R .S .  49 :950  e t .  s e q . )  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  W i l d l i f e  and F i s h e r i e s  Commission has 

dev e lo p e d  proposed open seasons ,  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  h u n t i n g  r e s i d e n t  

game quadrupeds  and b i r d s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  O c to b e r  1,  1987 t o  A p r i l  30,  

1988. T h i s  a c t i o n  i s  exempt  f r o m  l e g i s l a t i v e  o v e r s i t e  and was t a k e n  a t  a 

p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  on A p r i l  3 ,  1987 a t  2001 Q u a i l  D r i v e ,  Ba ton  Rouge, L o u i s i a n a  

(copy o f  r e s o l u t i o n  s ig n e d  by S e c r e t a r y  J .  B u r t o n  A n g e l l e  a t t a c h e d ) .  

A u t h o r i t y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e s e  r u l e s  i s  v e s t e d  in  t h e  Commission by S e c t i o n  115 

o f  T i t l e  56 o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  R ev ised  S t a t u t e s  o f  1950.  The S e c r e t a r y  o f  t he  

Depar tm en t  o f  W i l d l i f e  and F i s h e r i e s  has th e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  c l o s e  seasons o r  

a l t e r  any  r u l e  o r  r e g u l a t i o n  in  emergency s i t u a t i o n s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  w i l d l i f e  

r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .

In g e n e r a l  t h e s e  p r o p o s a l s  i n c l u d e  d a t e s  f o r  open h u n t i n g  seasons and 

bag l i m i t s  f o r  a l l  r e s i d e n t  game quadrupeds  and b i r d s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  by law.  

A l s o  p roposed  a r e  r e g u l a t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  l e g a l  methods o f  t a k i n g  as w e l l  as 

s p e c i a l  open h u n t i n g  seasons f o r  Depar tm en t  c o n t r o l l e d  w i l d l i f e  management 

a r e a s .  A summary o f  t h e  1987-88 h u n t i n g  seasons and bag l i m i t s  f o r  r e s i d e n t  

game s p e c i e s  i s  a t t a c h e d .  (A more d e t a i l e d  copy o f  t h e  p roposed  r u l e s  and 

r e g u l a t i o n s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  upon r e q u e s t  a t  t h e  a dd res s  l i s t e d  be low .

I n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  may s u b m i t  t h e i r  v i e w s  in  w r i t i n g  t o  Hugh A. Bateman, 

C h i e f ,  Game D i v i s i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  Depar tm en t  o f  W i l d l i f e  and F i s h e r i e s ,  P. 0.  

Box 15570,  Baton Rouge, L o u i s i a n a  70895*



QUAIL: Nov. 26 

RABBIT: Oct. 3 

SQUIRREL: Oct.

- Feb. 28. Daily bag limit 10, possession 20.

- Feb. 28. Daily bag limit 8, possession 16.

3 - Jan. 17. Daily bag limit 8, possession 16.

BEAR: Nov. 7 - 1 5 .  One per season. (Restricted to small area of Atchafalaya
Basin. CLOSED ON SHERBURNE WMA.)

DEER: One per day, 6 percseason.

AREA:1, 53 DAYS
9 days still hunting only: Nov. 21 - 29.
44 days with or without dogs: Dec. 5 - Jan. 17.

AREA 2, 48 DAYS
23 days still hunting only: Nov. 7 - 29.
9 days with or without dogs: Dec. 5.- 13.
16 days with or without dogs: Dec. 19 - Jan. 3.

AREA 3, 48 DAYS
23 dayssstill hunting only: Nov. 7 - 29.
9 days with, or without dogs: Dec. 5 - 13.
16 days with or without dogs: Dec. 19 - Jan. 3.

AREA 4, 48 DAYS
23 days still hunting only: Nov. 7 - 29.
9 days still hunting, only: Dec. 5 - 13.
16 days still hunting only: Dec. 19 - Jan. 3.

AREA 5, 41 DAYS 
9 days still hunting only:
9 days still hunting only: 
23 days still hunting only:

Nov. 21 - 29. 
Dec. 5 - .13. .. 
Dec. 19 - Jan.

ARCHERY SEASON:: October 1 - Jan. 20.

TURKEY: . One per day, 3 per season.

AREA A, 30 days: March 26 - April 24.

AREA B, 30 days: March 26 - April 24.

AREA C, 37 days: March 19 - April 24.

AREA D, 37 days: March 12 - April 17.



AREA E, 29 days: April 2 -• 30.

AREA F, 37 days: March 12 - April 17.

AREA G, 30 days: March 26 - April 24.

AREA H, 30 days: March 26 - April 24.

AREA I* 8 days: April 23 - April 30.

Wildlife Management Area Changes:

1. Vehicles - Tractor or implement tires with farm tread designs Rl, R2, 
and R4, known commonly as spade or lug grip types are prohibited on 
all vehicles.

2. Raccoon Hunting - Raccoon bag limit - one per person per night for 
raccoon hunters during "take season" with dogs on WMA’s EXCEPT no 
limit on Ouachita (Experimental).

3. Spotlighting for Wildlife - Spotlighting (shining) from vehicles is 
prohibited on all WMA's.



BOISE CASCADE

Represented by:
John Gerber, General Manager, Boise Cascade 
Ward Crowe, Land Manager, Boise Cascade

Boise Cascade is renewing the FREE LEASES that provide for public use 
of their land. They are the majority landowner in THREE 
WMA's totalling 124,000 acres.

WEST BAY: 55,000 acres
Louisiana's first WMA leased from the private sector: 
Established in 1948
Located in ALLEN PARISH near ELIZABETH. LOUISIANA.

OFFERS:
Squirrel, rabbit, deer, turkey, quail, and woodcock 
hunting.

BOISE VERNON: 54,000 acres
Established in 1960
Boise Cascade continued to provide free public recreation 
by renewing the lease orginally signed by Kirby Lumber Co. 
Located in VERNON PARISH 20 miles west of LEESVILLE.

OFFERS:
Good: Squirrel and deer hunting.
Excellent: Dove, quail, and turkey hunting.

SABINE: 15,000 acres.
Established in 1954
Located in SABINE PARISH 10 miles west of Many.

OFFERS:
Deer, squirrel, quail, rabbit, and dove hunting.



WEST BAY WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA

West Bay Wildlife Management Area was one of the first wildlife 

management areas within the state. The original agreement was signed 

in the late 1940's for approximately 18,000 acres of land in Allen 

Parish.

Since that first agreement was signed, more property was 

acquired from other landowners. The largest portion of the area, 

32,195 acres of the total 55,185 acres comprising the West Bay 

Wildlife Management Area, is leased free of charge by our Department 

from the Boise-Cascade Company. This property was first leased in the 

1960's from L.A. Bakey Corporation and even though the company has 

changed names over the years, we have maintained the lease agreement 

with Boise-Cascade Company to the present time. This makes West Bay 

the oldest wildlife management area in the state.

Through the generosity of landowners like Boise-Cascade, West 

Bay has been and will continue to be an important and vital wildlife 

managment area particularly to the sportsmen of Southwest Louisiana.



BOISE VERNON WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA

The Boise Vernon Wildlife Management Area, owned by 

Boise-Cascade Company, is located in Southwestern Vernon Parish, 

approximately 20 miles west of Leesville. This area, previously named 

the Lutcher Moore Wildlife Management Area, consists of approximately 

54,000 acres and became a state wildlife management area in 1960. The 

Lutcher Moore Lumber Company, Kirby Lumber Company and the 

Southwestern Improvement Company were the original landowners which 

gave a free use lease to the State of Louisiana, Wildlife and 

Fisheries Commission. Boise-Cascade continues in this agreement with 

the state by providing a free lease for a state WMA within District 

III.

The Boise Vernon WMA provides the sportsmen with good squirrel 

and deer hunting and excellent dove, quail and turkey hunting. 

Approximately 40 acres are planted annually in wildlife food plots 

such as brown top millet and winter wheat and there is a large camping 

area available for the sportsmen utilizing this WMA on Hwy. 464 near

the northern boundary



SABINE WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA

The Sabine Wildlife Management Area, owned by Boise-Cascade 

Company, International Paper Company and Continental Can Company, is 

located in Central Sabine Parish, 10 miles west of Many. This WMA 

contains approximately 15,000 acres and became a wildlife management 

area in 1954. Boise-Cascade Company continues in this agreement with 

the State of Louisiana, Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, with a 

free lease agreement for a WMA. The Sabine WMA provides good squirrel 

and deer hunting with excellent quail, rabbit and dove hunting. There 

are two camping areas within the area and food plot strips of brown 

top millet and winter wheat are planted annualy on this WMA.



J. B U R T O N  A N G E L L E , S R .
SECRETARY

DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 
DISTRICT VIII 
400 ROYAL ST.

NEW ORLEANS, LA 70130

March 30, 1987

E D W IN  W. E D W A R D S
GOVERNOR

COASTAL & MARINE RESOURCES

SURVEY SECTION 
03 - 43

ACTIVITY REPORT

MARCH 1, 1987 thru MARCH 29, 1987 

During this period field activity consisted of:

80 - Surveys that were scheduled.
29 - Surveys that were unabled to be done due to bad weather or 

fishermen unable to meet surveyor.

Surveys that were completed consisted of:

12 - Leases that were tied into the monument control system.
7 - Applications for new area.

15 - 15 year limitations.
17 - Restake applications.

Total field activity:

1985 1986 1987

379 316 318 - Surveys scheduled.
180 165 160 Surveys performed.
190 146 158 - Surveys unable to be done due to bad weather 

or fishermen unable to meet surveyor.
1 0 0 - Survey where fishermen refused to survey.
0 0 0 - Disputes settled.
8 4 0 - No shows.
0 1 0 - Applications cancelled by request.

Office activity during this period:

$6,329.77 
$ 690.00

7 
5

Lease rental collected. 
Survey fees collected. 
Applications filed.
New leases issued.

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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United States Senate
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, 

AND TRANSPORTATION

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6125

March 17, 1987

Mr. Dale Vinet, Chairman 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
State of Louisiana 
Post Office Box 15570 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70895
Dear Mr. Vinet:

Thank you for contacting me to request that I support the 
proclamation of the week of June 1-7, 1987 as National Fishing 
Week.

I am pleased to report that I am a co-sponsor of Senate 
Joint Resolution 18 which authorizes and requests the President 
to issue this proclamation.

Please keep in touch on matters of interest, and don't 
hesitate to let me know if I can be of help in any way

JB:cc
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LLOYD F. ABADIE

P, 0. Box 1218. Crowley. La. 70526 -  (318) 783-8074

March 14, 198?

Mr* J. Burton Angelle 
SecretaryDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries

Dear Burt,
Will you please put the subject of the goose creeping 

ban on the agenda for the next WLFC meeting and advise me* 
of the date and place where the meeting will be held.

Here in the section of the state where goose creeping . 
is most prevalent quite a number of sportsmen are of the 
opinion that the commission should pass an identical reso­lution that was adopted last summer and send it through the 

..administrative procedures system as was suggested by the 

.. 'Attorney General* s office,

I
r

Some of us have worked long and hard to obtain the 
authority for the Commission and DWF biologists to manage bur wildlife resources. Biologists are qualified and have wanted this authority. To let the legislature do something 
that the Commission has the authority to do is an admission that the DWF wants the legislature to manage wildlife.

Should; the legislature feel that it wants to pass a 
law relative to goose creeping that is their prerogative.
In that event amendments similar to the Maryland and Delaware 
laws making it illegal to shoot a goose on the ground may 
be beneficial.

May I please hear from you regarding this matter.

w*

m.

I
Best regards,

Lloyd F. Abadie

____________________ Outdoor Writing and Photography____________________

Outdoor Writers Association of America /  Southeastern Outdoor Press Association 
Louisiana Outdoor Writers Association .



Bidea whose tim e has come
E l e m e n t  

..brk weeks end en

•:now:.;an4r: crim inals are being re­
leased because there is no place toneasea oecause there is no place to 
(keep:them. Besides every additional 
^inm ate-ijincreases the financia l 
b u rd e n  fp agencies that area already 
|m.dire'straits'moneywise.
^ Y e t i t  is'apparent that the answer 
i^ ip -^eep .-the ;poachers and other 
^outlaws ou t;o f the woods and off of 
s£purwaters.y v .
^ H o w  shall we do this? The answer 

simple, just, make i t  too darn 
expensive to violate the* fish and 
game laws! Other states have done 

,this/snd have glowing reports of the 
Success of the plan. 
v^T he  idea,is to make violators who 
.^illegally destroy fish or game liable 
-‘for .ciyil.-penalties for the value of 
^uch^ispecies : in . addition to the 
fcnminaVpenalies "now stipulated by 
Existing laws. North Dakota was the 
Kir&t state.to.employ this method and 
;*w as f o l l o w e d  b y  T e x a s ,  
^Pennsylvania and recently, Ohio. 
^ “ C u r re n t ly , . fines assessed in 
W ild life ; cases revert to he parish 
jjwhere the/offense occurred. This 
t  would not be changed. Under th e t' 
iTinew. plan a value is put on each 
[-species of w ild life  and the violator 
/m us t pay that amount to the state 
/regardless of the penalties imposed 
kby the crim inal courts.
/ ,  Some states b ill the culprit for the 

/am ount he owes the sate and if  the 
^amount isn 't paid their Attorney 
/General takes steps that are neces- 
I saryV. The monies go to the fish and 
••game department. In Louisiana this 
-would be/the Department of the 
[W illd life 'a n d  Fisheries, an agency 
•which receives no tax money 
-whatsoever. '
./•South [D akota ’s intent was to 
f ‘‘raise the cost of poaching to where 
i the outlaw, jiis t plain can’t  afford it ."  
uTheir ; legislature took the idea 
i.seriously placed a tag of $5,000 
i.pn elk and buffalo and $1,000 on deer. 
t£; Taxes uses a range of values to 
[allow.-: flex ib ility  to the judiciary 
[depending. upon . the grievousness of 
i the 'situation but its values are still 
•jimpqsing./Aligators, Eastern Wild 
[Turkey and buck deer were assigned 
ra ^.recovery; value”  of $251 - $800, 
i doe.deer $76 - $250, bobcat $51 - $75, 
Speckle-belly'’ geese $21. $50 and
S m all game $111-$20 each.
! - We- were unable to obtain a 
[schedule from  Ohio butjearned that 
. * l t  values te e r at $400. '
%ACan;you think of anything more

L I o m I

Mtatlio

logical, making the person who 
steals our w ildlife ( it is stealing, i t ’s 
being stolen from you) pay for it?

Consider what i t  costs you to 
replace the fish and game which are 
being slaughtered by outlaws. Who 
.do you think pays for this replace­
ment? Look into a m irror.

Texas prices redfish . at $5 per 
pound. Here a sports fisherman is 
allowed only two reds over 30" long. 
Do you think he would try  to sneak 
an extra big redfish if  it  m ight cost 
him $5 a pound? I think not.

Or what about the netters who 
violate the law? Can they stand a $5 
per pound penalty in addition to the 
crim inal penalies?

This seems like an excellent plan 
to get the poachers out of the woods 
and off of our waters.

Such a plan is now under con­
sideration for Louisiana.

What do you think?

/ o  (U-+4.--



LLOYD F. ABADIE

P. O. Box 1218, Crowley. La. 70526 -  (318) 783-8074

March 1 * 1987

Mr. J. Burton Angelle SecretaryDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries

Dear Burt,
Will you please put the subject of the goose creeping 

ban on the agenda for the next WLFC meeting and advise me 
of the.dafee and place where the meeting will be held.

Here in the section of the state where goose creeping 
is most prevalent quite a number of sportsmen are of the 
opinion that the commission should pass an identical reso­
lution that was adopted last summer and send it through the 
administrative procedures system as was suggested by the 
Attorney General’s office.

Some of us have worked long and hard to obtain the 
authority for the Commission and DWF biologists to manage 
our wildlife resources. Biologists are qualified and have 
wanted this authority. To let the legislature do something 
that the Commission has the authority to do is an admission 
that the DWF wants the legislature to manage wildlife.

Should the legislature feel that it wants to pass a 
law relative to goose creeping that is their prerogative.
In that event amendments similar to the Maryland and Delaware 
laws making it illegal to shoot a goose on the ground may be beneficial.

May I please hear from you regarding this matter.

Best regards

Outdoor Writing and Photography

Outdoor Writers Association of America /  Southeastern Outdoor Press Association 
Louisiana Outdoor Writers Association



Ite a d e a  whose tim e has come
“ thaVgoes-on in.Louisiana cannot be 
\)Cbntroll6d ? b y : - b u r; Enforcement

^ a u s te r ity b u d g e t^ . , . ....

M B E B E
!; now and 'crim ina ls are being re- 
; leased because there is no place to 
i keep them. Besides every additional
- inm ate, increases the financia l 
|. burden to agencies that area already 
t- in  dire straits mbneywise.

f; , How shall we do this? The answer 
;‘ is .simple, just, make it  too darn 

expensive to violate the' fish and 
game laws! Other states have done 

| . this, and have glowing reports of the 
i success of the plan. 
i ; ssThe idea .is to make violators who 
i. illegally destroy fish or game liable 
■for civil-penalties for,the value of 
. such.^species ' in  addition to the 
fcriminal'pehalies now stipulated by 
(existing laws. North Dakota was the 
[firs t state to employ this method and 

v w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  T e x a s , 
j .Pennsylvania and recently, Ohio. 
^ '.C u rre n t ly ,  fines assessed in 
HWildlife, cases revert to he parish 
’ where the" offense occurred. This 
would not be changed. Under thet 

.new plan a value is put on each 
species of w ildlife and the violator 
must pay that amount to the state 
regardless of the penalties imposed 
by the crim inal courts.

Some states bill the culprit for the 
amount he owes the sate and if  the 
amount isn’t paid their Attorney 
General takes steps that are neces­
sary. The monies go to the fish and 
game department. In Louisiana this 
would be the Department of the 
.W illdlife and Fisheries, an agency 
w hich receives no tax money 
whatsoever. -

South,Dakota’s intent was to 
“ raise the cost of poaching to where 
the outlaw just plain can’t  afford it . ”  

'T h e ir ' legislature took the idea 
.seriously -^ , it placed a tag of $5,000 
on elk and buffalo and $1,000 on deer. 

i.T Taxes uses a range of values to 
allow flexib ility  to the judiciary 

’ depending. upon ;• the grievousness of 
I the situation but its values are still 
(imposing:;- Aligators, Eastern Wild 
;'Turkey and buck deer were assigned Pa ̂ ‘recovery - value”  of $251 - $800, 
doe'deer $76 • $250, bobcat $51 - $75, 
speckle^belly geese $21; - $50 and 
small game $11 r  $20 each. ’

We were unable to obtain a 
schedule from Ohio but learned that

- itvaluesdeer at$4dd.
X :  Can . you think of anything more

logical, making the person who 
steals our w ildlife ( it is stealing, i t ’s 
being stolen from you) pay for it?

Consider what it  costs you to 
replace the fish and game which are 
being slaughtered by outlaws. Who 
,do you think pays for this replace­
ment? Look into a m irror.

Texas prices redfish at $5 per 
pound. Here a sports fisherman is 
allowed only two reds over 30”  long. 
Do you think he would try  to sneak 
an extra big redfish if  i t  m ight cost 
him $5 a pound? I  think not.
. Or what about the netters who 
violate the law? Can they stand a $5 
per pound penalty in addition to the 
crim inal penalies?

This seems like an excellent plan 
to get the poachers out of the woods 
and off of our waters.

Such a plan is now under con­
sideration for Louisiana.

What do you think?

3 / / 2 - /



N o t i c e  o f  I n te n t

Louis iana D e p a r t m e n t  o f  W i ld l i f e  and F isher ies 
Louis iana W i ld l i f e  and F isher ies Commiss ion

The Louisiana WMdl ife and F isher ies Commiss ion hereby expresses i n t e n t  t o  
change  the  ex is t ing regu la t i ons  govern ing  issuance o f  p e r m i t s  f o r  the  purpose o f  
f i sh ing  pompano in Louis iana coas ta l  waters .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t he  max imum  leng th  o f  
n e t  permissab le w i l l  be changed f r o m  1200 t o  2400 f e e t .  A u t h o r i t y  f o r  th is  change 
is inc luded in RS56:406.

In te res ted  pa r t ies  may s u b m i t  w r i t t e n  c o m m e n ts  o r  c o m m e n t  on th is  
proposed change u n t i l  4:30 p.m . ,  June 5, 1987 in person o r  w r i t i n g  to :  Mr. J. Bur ton 
Ange l le ,  Sec re ta ry ,  Louis iana D e p a r tm e n t  o f  W i ld l i f e  and F isher ies,  Post O f f i c e  
Box 15570, Baton Rouge, Lou is iana  70895.

J. Bur ton Ange l le  
Sec re ta ry



DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
J . B U R T O N  A N G E L L E . S R POST OFFICE BOX 10070 E D W IN  W. E D W A R D S

•CCNCTAPY 

>0041 020-3017
BATON ROUGE, LA. 7 0 6 9 5

March 31, 198?

Tom Dawley
Supervisory Fishery Reporting Specialist
NMFS, Suite 400-H
World Trade Center
2 Canal St.~ ’ . . .  , 0130

As you know, the 198? Louisiana Legislative Session Is fas t approaching. As 
usual, the Department Is asking several o f it's  friends throughout the fisheries 
industry fo r  input Into decision-making regarding the State's renewable resources.

Several options are being considered by the Department to  upgrade our 
management o f the red drum fishery. One o f these options depends upon how much 
lag tim e  we could expect concerning the com m ercial red drum landings In 
Louisiana. /

Could you and your s ta ff, as an example, update the Department tw o weeks 
a fte r  the data were co llected (December to ta ls  available mid-January)?

Would you please furnish me w ith  your best estim ate o f the antic ipated lag 
tim e  a t your earliest opportunity?

Thanks so much fo r  your cooperation.

WSRiG A:bw

William S ./C o rk y " Ferret 
Assistant/Secretary

cc; J. Burton Angelle S
Claude Boudreaux 
Gerald Adkins

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Regular Session, 1987 

SENATE BILL NO.

AN ACT

To amend and re-enact R.S. 56:8(112) re la tive  to  eel pots; to  define legal 

means o f taking eel; to  define the term "eel pot".

Be i t  enacted by the Legislature o f Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 56:8(112) Is hereby amended and re-enacted to  read as 

fo llow s:

S8. Defin itions

For purposes o f th is Chapter, the fo llow ing words and phrases 

have the meaning ascribed to  them In th is  Section, unless the 

context c learly  Indicates a d iffe re n t meaning:

*  *  *

(103) "U nderu tilized  species" means species o f edible fish  tha t 

have com m ercial development po ten tia l which has not been fu lly  

realized. H is to rica lly , th is  has included shark, clams, a lligators, 

m ullet, squid, ga fftopsa il ca tfish , hardhead ca tfish , spot, plnfish, 

s ilver eel, Spanish mackerel, croaker, and black drum.

*  *  *

(112) "Eel po t" means any device not 4arger than ehtrfcy-stx 

inches reetanguiar to  exceed fo rty -e ig h t inches in length and w ith an 

outside mesh size not sm aller than one tneh by one-ha if Inch? one ha lf 

inch, constructed w ith throats or flues not la rge r than three inches in / 

d iam eter a t th e ir narrowest po int and not larger than five  inches in

Page No. 1



diam eter a t th e ir widest point, and which is used solely fo r  the 

purpose o f taking eei. No lead or wing shall be connected to  or used 

In conjunction w ith  any eel pot. Any fish  o ther than eel taken In th is  

gear must be Im mediately returned unharmed to  the  water.

$320. Methods o f taking freshw ater or sa ltw ater fish

*  *  *

B. (1) Com mercial f in  fish may be taken w ith any pole, line, the 

device known as a yo-yo, handline, w ith  any tro tlin e  wherein hooks 

are not less than tw en ty -fou r inches apart, w ith  approved sla t traps, 

cans and minnow traps, w ith  legal seines and nets, w ith bows and 

arrows, o r by any skin d iver In sa lt water or fresh water, when 

submerged in the water and using standard spearing equipment, and 

by no o ther means except as provided In Subsection C o f th is Section. 

However, eel may be taken fo r  com m ercial purposes using eel pots 

and o ther legal gear as provided herein.

*  *  *

$332.1. Eel; methods o f taking; licensing; marking; vio la tion

A. (1) Eel may be taken fo r  com mercial purposes using eel pots, 

as tha t term Is defined In R.S. 56:8(112), o r by o ther legal means.

(2) For the taking o f eel fo r com m ercial purposes, a resident 

shall obtain and have In possession while eel fishing a resident 

com mercial eel fishing license a t a cost o f f i f ty - f iv e  dollars. The 

nonresident com m ercial eel fish ing license shall be purchased by a 

nonresident a t a cost o f  one hundred five  dollars.

(3) Possession o f  a va lid  com m ercial eel fishing license, in 

addition to  o ther applicable com m ercial licenses as provided by R.S. 

$6:337, authorizes the holder thereo f to  sell any eel taken.

B. Eel may be taken fo r  recreational purposes using any legal 

recreationa l gear as set fo rth  In R.S. $6:320(A). Licenses shall be as 

required by R.S. $6:333 and 334 fo r  residents and nonresidents 

respective ly.

C. (1) Each eel po t shall be attached by a nonfloating line to  a 

visib le f lo a t o f a t least six Inches in diam eter o r one-half gallon 

volume size and the eel fishermen's license number shall be printed on
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the f lo a t in indelib le Ink.

(2) Eel pots shall be fished only In areas o f the state which are 

south o f the sa ltw ate r line as delineated by R.S. 56:322(A) and In 

sa ltw ate r lakes north o f . said sa ltw ate r line, excluding Lake 

Maurepas. No eel pot shall be set In navigable channels or entrances 

to  streams.

D. V io la tion o f any provision o f th is Section constitutes a class 

tw o v io la tion .

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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RATIONALE

This legislation was developed during 1986 to 
provide for the growth of an eel fishery in coastal 
Louisiana• Certain changes are necessary to provide 
for additional growth of this fishery, to a l l o w  
fishermen a g r e a t e r  d e g r e e  of f r e e d o m  in gear 
construction, and a larger catch composed of various 
sized individuals. This fishery does not impact other 
fisheries in any given area •



TOt OFF1CK OF E x e c u t i v e  COUNSEL OF THE GOVERNOR

FROM! Department of Wildlife and Fisheries_________________________
(Ueparttnent/Agency

DATE! 2/26/87_______________________________________________________

1. PROPOSED LEGISLATION: (brielly summarize; attach copy of bill and
digest)

Change d e fin itio n  o f eel po t, change mesh size and elim inate 
by-ca tch  o f eel fisherm en.

2. AFFECTED STATUTES, CODES, ETC. R .S . 56:8 (112)

3. WHY CAN THIS PROBLEM NOT DE DEALT WITH ADMINISTRATIVELY 
OR 5 Y REGULATION?

Should be s ta tu to r ily  adopted to p rov ide  legal d e fin it io n .

if. WHAT IS THE FISCAL IMPACT OF THIS PROPOSAL?

None

5. HAS THIS LEGISLATION BEEN PROPOSED BEFORE?___^
IF SO, WHAT ACTION WAS TAKEN?

6. WHO DRAFTED THIS LEIGLSATION? (name and phone number)

Gerald Adkins 342-9252

7. WHAT PERSON OR PERSONS HAVE ACTUAL KNOWLEDGE OF THE
NEED FOR THE LEGISLATION AND WILL BE AVAILABLE TO TESTIFY 
BEFORE COMMITTEES? (indicat name, title and phone number)

Same

8. WHAT KNOWN OPPOSITION TO THE PROPOSAL EXISTS OR IS LIKELY
TO OCCUR?

. None.

I have reviewed the proposal and believe the legislation should be an 
Administration Bill.

SECRETARY (OR PERSON 
DESIGNATED BY THE SECRETARY 
TO REVIEW LEGISLATIVE 
PROPOSALS)


